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2025 ANNUAL REPORT

This report reviews the activities and achievements of CDT during the period January 2025 to
December 2025.

Canberra Dance Theatre acknowledges the Ngunnawal and Ngambri peoples as the traditional
custodians of the land on which we live, learn and create. We acknowledge all Australian
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and recognise
their continuous connection to culture, community and Country.

Canberra Dance Theatre
1 Kingsley St Canberra

ABN: 62 856 594 074

Phone: 0435 025 365
Email: canberradancetheatre@gmail.com
Web: canberradancetheatre.org
Facebook: facebook.com/CanberraDanceTheatre/

Photo Credits
Gretel Burgess, Leigh Campbell, Vilaisan Campbell, Karina Carter, Sue Healey,
David Keany, One Music, Diana Sandeman, Jacqui Simmonds, Yumi Umiumare,

0O&J Wikner Photography, Juliette Wragge

Canberra Dance Theatre is a registered charity



TABLE OF CONTENTS

CDT STRATEGIC PLAN 4

CHAIR'S REPORT 5

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S REPORT 6

TREASURER'S REPORT g

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2025 °

THE CDT TEAM 13

APPENDIX 1 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 14

> ;



CDT STRATEGIC PLAN

Our strategic plan sets out our priorities for the organisation over the 2024-2028 period.
The Board uses this document as the foundation of its work and in partnership with the
Artistic Director, it provides a framework to deliver dance activities and classes for CDT
members and participants in CDT’s dance programs.

r \ Strategic Priorities
Our  Vis ion 1. Teaching Dance - deliver excellence in
Community dance is an integral teaching dance.
part of a sustainable arts and 2. Performing Dance - initiate and
dance culture in the ACT and facilitate a wide range of performance
region. opportunities.

3. Collaboration — engage and work in
partnership with creative artists across

Our Miss ion various art forms.
CDT is a leading community 4. Inclusion, Accessibility and Diversity -
dance organisation delivering provide inclusive, accessible and diverse
high quality, diverse and opportunities for the ACT community.
inclusive dance activities in the 5.Promoting Community Dance — promote

WC and region. community participation in dance across
- Jd the ACT and region.

Fhe CDT Board
The Board consists of a Chair, Treasurer, Secretary and four other members in
accordance with the Constitution of the Association.

Six Board Members were elected at the Annual General Meeting April 2024.

Sue Andrews Chair
Andrew Stuart Secretary
Cameron Ong Treasurer
Suzanne Carroll
Frances Christodoulou
Karina Carter

o, Hiria Reppion (Filled the Board vacancy on 25 October 2025)



CHAIR'S REPORT

Fin the last twelve months Canberra Dance
Theatre has continued to meet, with
enthusiasm and commitment, its main
objective to strive to be a leading community
dance organisation in the ACT and the region.
CDT’s priorities of teaching and performing

dance, collaboration with other artists,
inclusion, accessibility and diversity and
promoting community dance have been the

. focus of all CDT’s activities undertaken
throughout 2025.

- A major highlight of 2025 was Ruth Osborne
OAM becoming CDT’s second Patron, joining
Dr Graham Farquar AO in this important  role.

l twasa  year of consolidation and preparation
~ for significant performance events in early

2026 including The World at Qur Feet, a
collaboration between Worldly Goods Choir
and GOLD for the Upstageing Festival, and a
CDT performance as part of the Enlighten
Festival. During the year CDT dancers
performed as part of the Stellar Company’s
Count Her In and also joined Liz Lea’s | Day
event, Woden’s World.

~ The CDT Board reviewed and updated CDT’s
organisational policies to ensure that they
remain current and fit for purpose. The
policies endorsed in 2025 include those on Life
Membership; Workplace Health and Safety;
Privacy; and Respectful Behaviour. The Board
also now has in a place a Risk Management
Plan which will be reviewed and updated

re

| An important part of the Board’s business |

over the year was to begin exploring ideas
and planning for CDT’s 50th anniversary
celebrations in 2028. The main focus has
been around themes of celebrating and
honouring CDT’s history, promoting what
CDT does now and looking to the future.

In 2025 CDT met all its governance and
regulatory requirements. As can be seen
from the Treasurer’s report, CDT’s
finances remain sound. There is no risk of
insolvency or failure to meet our
obligations if and when they arise.

I would like to thank all the current Board
members for their work and commitment
and acknowledge outgoing Board member
Suzanne Carroll for her significant
contribution over the last 2 years.

And special thanks to CDT’s Artistic
Director Jacqui Simmonds, and the staff,
teachers and volunteers who contribute
so much to ensuring that CDT is a valued
and welcoming place for everyone who
enjoys community dance in all its
diversity.

Sue Andrews
Chair



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR'S REPORT *

CDT’s five strategic priorities continued to shape our activity in 2025, with collaboration
being the predominant theme. Through the year CDT partnered with old and new friends to
initiate or participate in a wide variety of learning and performance opportunities, including
some interstate visits by CDT dancers.

f rategic Priority 1- TEACHING DANCE

\ participants, and approaches to teaching. J

trategic Priority2- PERFORMING DANCE )

We welcomed Amy Andersen and
welcomed back Margaret Tayor to our
wonderful team of teachers. Our program
of regular classes continued from the
previous year and class numbers remained
consistent. Several teachers participated in
a Professional Development session led by
Ruth Osborne. It was illuminating and
inspiring to hear Ruth’s valuable insights as
teachers discussed specific classes, class

Strategic Priority 3 - COLLABORATION

Collaboration was central to The World At
Our Feet, a joint exploratory project
between CDT (the GOLD dancers) and
Shortis and Simpson (Worldly Goods
Choir). Another collaboration involving
GOLD dancers was Breathe, Move,
Belong. In partnership with Elise May and
Wellbeing in Motion, an inspirational
weekend of workshops was presented in
Bateman’s Bay and surrounding area.

We found some new places to perform and
some new friends to perform with.
Very close to home, CDT presented Spiced
Lunch at the Food Co-op as part of
Ausdance ACT’s Australian Dance Week.
Over the border,  GOLD, CDTribe and
dancers from Jenny’s Ballet class performed
with the Yass Valley Concert Band as part of
An Afternoon of Fun Music. This event was a
great example of the value of community
arts events on numerous levels. CDT groups
were once again delighted to be invited by
Liz Lea to contribute to an I-Day event, this

Strategic Priority 4 - INCLUSION,
ACCESSIBILITY, & DIVERSITY

The diversity of people who regularly
dance at CDT continues to influence and
be influenced by our activities. The
January weekend Butoh workshop taught
by Yumi Umiumare attracted people new
to CDT, while Gretel Burgess’ larval mask
workshop enriched connections between
dancers from CDTribe and GOLD. Special
guest Emma Reid introduced CDTribe to
music based, non-verbal methodologies
inspired by the work of the Open Theatre
Company, UK.

time Woden’s World. J

\

)-



Etratesic Priority 5 - PROMOTING COMMUNITY DANCE

Individuals and groups who call CDT home once again
performed at productions and festivals in Canberra and
surrounds, one example being The Stellar Company’s Count
Her In!

A part of our Artist in Residence program, Gabriel Sinclair &
Jazmyn Carter spent three weeks in the studio working on
Superposition. We appreciated the opportunity to once again
support Brooke Thomas for her Most Wuthering Heights Day
Ever project, and new friend Claire Voss from Perth taught a
weekend of ballet masterclasses. We welcomed back some
regular hirers including Jazida (Fabulous Fans) and Liz Rainbow
(Brunchercize).

CDT was delighted to contribute photos to OneMusic’s
licensing campaign, enabling broader reach of class photos
taken by Olivia Wikner in 2024. Further afield and on a much
bigger screen, Sue Healey’s film version of Elizabeth Cameron
Dalman’s Lake Song, was shown as part of Sans Souci’s
Festival of Dance Cinema. This beautiful work was created with
and performed by GOLD.

Jaqui Simmonds
Arete Director

CDT's contribution to Enlighten: Beyond in 2026
L At the end of the photo shoot for a hero image for



TREASURER'S REPORT {

Fre  financial result for 2025 was a deficit of
$16,731, largely attributable to one-off
employment costs, such as recognition of leave
entitlements.

Turning the focus towards CDT's underlying
financial health: like most organisations in
sustainably running our day-to-day activities,
CDT continues to be impacted by rising costs.
Over the last year, costs outside of CDT's control
have steadily outpaced revenue. While CDT is
fortunate to have some financial buffers to
absorb short-term shocks and uncertainty, we've
had to make a modest increase to class prices
for the first time since 2019.

This will help ensure CDT continues to operate
sustainably, though we continue to seek ways to
operate more efficiently and absorb costs where
possible. This means CDT can continue working
towards community priorities, while meeting
rising costs and offering a fair deal for our dance
teachers and employees.

As always, CDT’s budget should work for the CDT
community’s priorities and should ensure our
programs remain widely accessible. Like every
year, | say that dancing often at CDT and
bringing along friends is the best way to support
CDT. See you in the studio!

Cameron Ong
h in t s  J



Butoh Workshop

Dance, Ritual and
Spirituality with Yumi
Umiumare. One of the 23
participants reported: “|
left feeling satisfyingly
challenged and energised
by Yumi’s generous sharing
of both the serious and fun
aspects of her lifetime
exploration of Butoh and
the Japanese Tea
Ceremony”.

Emma Reid teaches CDTribe

A special needs teacher for 15 years,
Emma is passionate about drama’s
transformative impact on young
people with disabilities. Emma’s class
revealed previously unknown sides of

Some CDTribe dancers.
y

The World at Our Feet

A collaboration between CDT and Shortis & Simpson. Relationships between music and
movement were explored as GOLD dancers and members of the Worldly Goods choir worked
toward an in-progress showing.



Spiced Lunch at the Food Coop

Our  program celebrating Ausdance ACT's Australian
Dance Week featured Ballet, Contemporary, Hilal and
Sword Dance.

OneMusic

OneMusic used photos from CDT as*
part of their licensing campaign.

Larval
Mask
Workshop

partic pants
came away
from the
workshop
presented by
Gretel Burgess
eager for
more.

Music creators play a
part in your business,

~==== play a part in  theirs.



An Afternoon of Fun Music, Yass

Part of a cast of 120, CDT’s 26 dancers enjoyed the special treat of performing with the Yass
Valley Concert Band and the audience participation offerings. Thanks to the Band's Musical
director Bryan Hooley for this invitation.

River of Arts — Breathe, Move, Belong
GOLD dancers who headed to the coast loved dancing in response to nature in the
Murramarang National Park and in response to art works at the South Durras Community Hall.



Woden’s World
Presented by A Stellar Company & Tuggeranong Arts Centre
GOLD, CDTribe and Hilal contributed to this event, including an item featuring GOLD and
ZEST dancers, accompanied by the Worldly Goods choir.

L
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. CDT TEACHERS
Ballet
-Amy Andersen
-Jenny Atkins
-Kristy Scandrett
-Margaret Taylor
-Martin James

Contemporary
-Gabriel Sinclair

Contemporary Belly Dance and Sword
-Bronwyn Buasavanh

CDT TEACHERS
GOLD
-Charmaine Hallam
-Elizabeth Cameron Dalman
-Jacqui Simmonds
-Kirsty Hilson
-Ruth Osborne

Special Guests and Covers
-Alice Lee Holland
-Claire Voss
-Dominique Wood-Ward
-Emma Reid
-Gretel Burgess

Hilal Dance -Jahna Lugnan

-Rachael Hilton -Katherine Harper
-Liz Lea

CDTribe -Marcel Cole
-Amy Macris -Mia Rashid

-El Dennis -Molly Ashleigh
-Karina Carter -Tatiana Verza

). “Yanru Zhao

~CDT PAID STAFF
-Jacqui Simmonds - Artistic Director
-Hiria Reppion — Administrative Assistant -
Social Media
-Iingrid Schodde - Bookkeeper
-Karyn Ang - Administrative Assistant -
Bookeo & Email

GOLD ARTISTIC DIRECTORS
-Jacqui Simmonds
-Jane Ingall
~Philip Piggin J

CDT VOLUNTEERS including ADMIN
ASSISTANTS

-Anne Gardner
-Ashleigh Jordan
-Greg Barrett
-Ingrid Schodde
-Jess Carruthers
-Karina Carter
-Karyn Ang
-Mary Hinchy
-Shannon Ashman
-Vilaisan Campbell
-Cameron Ong - IT Systems
-David Keany - Maintenance
-Diana Sandeman - Archives

ham Diver - E.News
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